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System hardware and operating system requirements for 
SolidWorks and SolidWorks Simulation products. 

 

Supported Microsoft Windows® Operating Systems (9)
  

   SolidWorks 2008     SolidWorks 2009     SolidWorks 2010     

Windows 7 32-bit(2)(10) No No Yes   

Windows 7 64-bit(2)(10)   No No Yes   

Vista 32-bit(3) Yes Yes Yes   

Vista 64-bit(3)(4) Yes Yes Yes   

XP Professional 32-bit(5)(1)  Yes Yes Yes   

XP Professional 64-bit(4)(1) 
Yes Yes 

Yes   

 

Computer and Software Requirements: 

 RAM Á Minimum: 2 GB RAM   
Á Recommended: 6GB RAM or more on Windows 7 x64 operating system. 

  

 Video  Á A certified graphics card and driver (Recommended).  
See Graphics Cards Drivers for details.  

  

 CPU  Á Intel® or AMD® processors(7)(11)  
Á eDrawings® is supported on Apple Macintosh®-based machines(6)  

  

https://www.solidworks.com/sw/support/videocardtesting.html
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 Other Á Mouse or other pointing device  
Á DVD drive  
Á Internet Explorer version 6.x or higher  
Á Adobe Acrobat version 7.0.7 or higher  
Á Microsoft Excel 2002(12), 2003, or 2007  

  

 Network Á SolidWorks is tested only with Microsoft's Windows Networking and Active 
Directory network environments(8) 

 
SNL (SolidWorks Network License) Server Requirements: 

Á USB or parallel port required (prior to SolidWorks 2010)  
Á Virtual servers are not supported for SNL  
Á Microsoft Windows XP Professional, Windows Server 2008® or Windows Server 2003® 

(recommended)  
Á DVD drive or Internet enabled network connection 

  
(1) Support for Windows XP Professional is ending. For details see the Release Notes or Technical 

Alerts 

(2) Supports SolidWorks 2010 SP1 or higher (based on Windows 7 availability). 

(3) Windows Vista Ultimate, Business and Enterprise editions only (SP1 or higher). 

(4) Windows Vista 64-bit is supported for SolidWorks 2008 SP3.1 or higher.  

(5) Supported for Windows XP Professional (SP3 or higher). 

(6) eDrawings and eDrawings Professional is supported on all operating systems listed above 

and Mac OS X 10.4.x or higher. eDrawings 2010 will be the last version to support Mac OS X 10.4.x. 

(7) SolidWorks is not supported on Apple Macintosh®-based machines. 

(8) Novell networks and non-Windows based network storage devices are not tested or 

recommended. 

(9) The Windows operating system requirements follow the Microsoft Windows life-cycle policy which 

can be viewed at http://support.microsoft.com/gp/lifeselect. 

(10) Windows 7 Professional, Ultimate, and Enterprise editions only. 

(11) LƴǘŜƭϯ tŜƴǘƛǳƳϯ оΣ !a5 !ǘƘƭƻƴϰ ŀƴŘ !ǘƘƻƴ ·t /t¦Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ /t¦ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ {{9н 

      (Streaming SIMD Extensions 2), see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SSE2 for more details.  

(12) SolidWorks 2010 is the last release to support Excel 2002 and it is not recommended. 

 
 
 

 
 

http://files.solidworks.com/Supportfiles/Release_Notes/2010/English/relnotes.htm
http://www.solidworks.com/sw/support/CustomerBulletins.html
http://www.solidworks.com/sw/support/CustomerBulletins.html
http://support.microsoft.com/gp/lifeselect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SSE2
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Do you feel your PC has problems with the function of solidworks?  
Does your PC takes lot of time affecting your design cycle while working on 
solidworks?........... 
 
Take a simple performance test for your PC and compare it with the existing base 
line or benchmarks. This requires a small download of the software PERFORMANCE 
TEST (click here to download) 
 

tŀǎǎaŀǊƪ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ¢Ŝǎǘ ϰ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪ ŀ t/ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ 
variety of different speed tests and compare the results to other computers. 

¶ Find out if your PC is performing at its best.  
¶ Compare the performance of your machine to similar machines.  
¶ Measure the effect of configuration changes and upgrades.  
¶ Avoid paying big bucks for poor performance.  
¶ Make objective independent measurements on which to base your 

purchasing decision.  
¶ Use the advanced tests to create your own benchmark scenarios.  

 

Twenty-eight standard benchmark tests are available in six test suites plus there are 
seven advanced testing windows for custom benchmarking.  

Standard test suites  

¶ CPU tests Mathematical operations, compression, encryption, SSE, 3DNow! 
instructions and more  

¶ 2D graphics tests Drawing lines, bitmaps, fonts, text, and GUI elements  
¶ 3D graphics tests Simple to complex DirectX 3D graphics and animations 
¶ Disk tests Reading, writing and seeking within disk files  
¶ Memory tests Allocating and accessing memory speed and efficiency 
¶ CD / DVD test Test the speed of your CD or DVD drive 

 

t9wChwa!b/9 ¢9{¢ϰ for your PC. 
 

http://www.passmark.com/download/pt_download.htm
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       The Standard Performance Evaluation Corporation (SPEC) is a non-profit corporation 
formed to establish, maintain and endorse a standardized set of relevant benchmarks that 
can be applied to the newest generation of high-performance computers. SPEC develops 
benchmark suites and also reviews and publishes submitted results from our member 
organizations and other benchmark licensees. 

SPECapc 
SM

 for SolidWorksTM
  

Benchmark Results Summary 
APC Report Summary (By Vendor), 20100616  

Copyright © 2007-2009 Standard Performance Evaluation 
Corporation  

 

  

 
Company / Product1   Submitted 

by 

Test Date  CPU 
Intensive  

File I/O 
Intensive  

Graphics 
Composite  

Overall 
Composite  

 

Dell Precision Workstation 
T3500 3.33GHz nVidia 

Quadro FX 1800  

Dell, Inc.  06/10/2010 4.19 3.61 5.9 4.9 

HP Z200 Workstation X3470 
2.93GHz NVIDIA Quadro FX 

1800 

HP  02/04/2010 4.07 3.2 4.72 4.28 

HP Z400 Workstation 
W3580 3.33GHz NVIDIA 

Quadro FX 1800 

HP  02/17/2010 4.36 3.55 6.24 5.11 

Larger scores indicate greater speed in benchmark test results.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
If you are upgrading your PC to a workstation please take a look at this Return On 
investment Estimator provided by INTELR XEONR. (Click here) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Standard Performance Evaluation Corporation (SPEC) 

 

http://www.intel.com/products/workstation/tool/roi/demo.htm
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BEACON is now an ISV partner with HP WORKSTATIONS.  
 
IF you are planning to migrate from your PC to a new generation workstation, 
BEACON can offer you good deals for the same. 
 
CONTACT 
 
 
Mr. Vara Kumar 
Director 
Best Engineering Aids & Consultancies 
#705, 47th Cross, 9th Main, 5th Block, 
Jayanagar, Bangalore - 560041 
India 
Ph: +91 80 4245 7300  Fax: +91 80 4245 7373  Mob: +91 98459 15024 
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Tips and tricks  
SOLIDWORKS 2010  

You can create an opposite-hand version as a derived configuration of the component 

you are mirroring. 

 

The Create PropertyManager dialog box has been renamed to Configuration Publisher. In 

addition to its previous functionality, you can now use the dialog box to prepare models for 
uploading to 3D ContentCentral. You can now use rules to define the configurations of a model. 
 
 

SolidWorks multibody part functionality has been extended to sheet metal to allow you to 

create complex sheet metal designs. Multibody sheet metal parts can consist of multiple sheet 
metal bodies or a combination of sheet metal and other bodies such as weldment bodies. 
 
 

The new Copy option in the Move Face PropertyManager uses Instant3D functionality to edit 

copied faces. You cannot create disjoint bodies using the Copy option. 
 
 

The CircuitWorks user interface has been enhanced to better integrate with 

SolidWorks. The CircuitWorks feature tree is now available in SolidWorks.  

http://www.designbetterproducts.in/
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We welcome your valuable feedback on this issue of 

newsletter. 

Contact us: 

Best Engineering Aids & Consultancies 

#705,47th cross, 5th block, Jayanagar, Bangalore 560 041 India 

Phone: 080-42457300 Fax: 080-42457373 

Web: www. beacon-india.com 

Email:techsupport@beacon-india.com 

Webex: https://beacon-india.webex.com 

Blog: http://basug.blogspot.com 

 

 

 

 

http://beacon-india.com/
https://beacon-india.webex.com/

